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short sale. This bill simply makes sure 
that prospective homeowners receive a 
decision from their banks in time to be 
useable. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation so we can 
break up the housing market logjam. 

f 

LET’S GET TO WORK ON CREATING 
JOBS AND STRENGTHENING MID-
DLE CLASS 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, if Congress 
does not act soon, 160 million Ameri-
cans will see a tax increase at the end 
of the month. Working families in my 
district rely on the payroll tax cut to 
make their mortgage payments or put 
food on the table. We need to get to 
work right now on extending the pay-
roll tax cut and unemployment insur-
ance for a full year. 

Fourteen million Americans are 
without jobs. Families need our help; 
they are hurting. But instead of work-
ing together to create jobs, Repub-
licans continue to push a partisan 
agenda that further divides us. 

This week, we have yet another bill 
to repeal the health care reform. Let’s 
stop these misguided bills. Let’s get to 
work on the agenda that creates jobs 
and strengthens the middle class. We 
must work together. 

f 

AN AMERICA BUILT TO LAST 

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, last 
week we were in this Chamber listen-
ing to the President deliver a State of 
the Union address, the blueprint for an 
America built to last. We took away 
different points from that speech. 
Many will speak to his initiatives 
which address American manufac-
turing, a new and innovative energy 
source, educating and creating a more 
skillful workforce. I took away that 
this blueprint for an America built to 
last will be successful because of its 
foundation, the foundation which is the 
people of this great Nation. 

The President is putting his faith in 
the people. He is putting his faith in 
their values, uniquely American val-
ues. He is putting his faith in those 
values which created and motivated 
the creation of the middle class, the 
middle class which is the backbone of 
this great Nation. That is why we will 
have an America built to last. 

f 

CRYSTAL SUGAR LOCK-OUT 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, 1,300 
Minnesota workers have been denied 
their basic and most fundamental right 
to work and support their families. 

That’s right, yesterday marked the 6- 
month anniversary of workers at the 
American Crystal Sugar factory in 
Moorhead being locked out. Many of 
these people have worked for the fac-
tory their whole lives. Their parents 
worked there, Mr. Speaker, and their 
grandparents worked there, too. 

These workers have gone to work and 
have gone to bat for the company. 
These workers, Mr. Speaker, stood 
shoulder to shoulder with the company 
to fight for a better sugar program in 
the farm bill just because that’s how 
dedicated they are. But what have they 
got in return? They’ve gotten locked 
out. They’re not on strike. They’re 
locked out because they will not accept 
an unfair take-it-or-leave-it contract. 
These workers even vowed not to 
strike because they know how impor-
tant their work is, but they have been 
locked out even though they have 
agreed to a no-strike guarantee. 

It’s wrong, Mr. Speaker. These 1,300 
folks deserve better from this com-
pany, and I think the time is now for 
the company to negotiate. 

f 

WORST TRANSPORTATION BILL IN 
HISTORY OF CONGRESS 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, at 
this moment, the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee is 
working on what is arguably the worst 
transportation bill in the history of 
Congress—just when we need the best. 
It’s not just wrong sized with too few 
esources from the wrong sources. It 
fails to protect the integrity of the 
trust fund, inviting opposition from 
budget hawks. 

It reverses 20 years of transportation 
reform by attacking the cheapest way 
to develop highway capacity in most 
communities, transit and cycling. It 
even eliminates the Safe Routes to 
School program for our children. 

I hope my staff heard wrong that the 
committee chair will deny participa-
tion to anybody who asks for a vote on 
a provision, not just in committee, but 
will not even be able to offer an amend-
ment on the floor. Let’s get back to the 
bipartisan tradition to have infrastruc-
ture that America needs. 

f 

NO-JOBS REPUBLICAN AGENDA 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to ask this Tea Party 
Republican majority to do something 
to create jobs. 

Last week, the President presented a 
positive plan to create jobs, but all the 
American people hear from the Tea 
Party Republican Party is the same old 
no-jobs agenda from this no-show Re-
publican Congress. 

The economy is improving, but there 
are still 14 million Americans without 
jobs. Yet the Republican Congress 
hardly even shows up for work. Con-
gress met only 6 days of the month of 
January—6 days in 1 month. 

We need to come to work and pass 
President Obama’s jobs plan, level the 
playing field, force the rich to pay 
their fair share of our Nation’s debt, 
and put an end to rewarding businesses 
that ship jobs overseas. 

f 

b 1220 

MAKING LAWS THAT MAKE LIVES 
BETTER 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, for my con-
stituents and I, the work here in Con-
gress is about making laws that make 
lives better. Last week, our President 
came to this Chamber and laid out a 
blueprint to build an America that 
lasts. That blueprint focuses on manu-
facturing, education, worker training, 
clean energy, and ensuring that every 
American plays by the same set of 
rules and pays their fair share. By 
building from the ground up, by focus-
ing on working people, we can build an 
economy that lasts. 

My friends on the other side offer a 
different path. It’s a top-down ap-
proach with big tax breaks for the 
wealthy and subsidies for Big Oil at the 
expense of new technology and 
innovators. But we know what happens 
when you use all of your resources and 
materials at the top of the building. It 
topples over. 

f 

FRANK BUCKLES WORLD WAR I 
MEMORIAL ACT 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the brave men and 
women who served and sacrificed in 
World War I. 2014 will be the centennial 
anniversary of the Great War, and it’s 
my hope that a grateful Nation will 
come together to pay tribute to the he-
roes who fought for liberty and free-
dom almost 100 years ago. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
Frank Buckles World War I Memorial 
Act, which would establish a commis-
sion to ensure a proper national ob-
servance of this historic occasion. Kan-
sas City, which has a long tradition 
dating back to 1921 of honoring World 
War I and its legacy, is home to the 
outstanding National World War I Mu-
seum. I ask my colleagues to join in 
our support of designating this mu-
seum the National World War I Memo-
rial. 

It’s my hope that over the next 2 
years, we can come together and recog-
nize the ideals and values that our 
country’s bravest so exemplified in the 
First World War, and that we continue 
to uphold today. 
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